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FLOOR DEBATE

March 12 , 2 0 03 L B 619 , 7 3 9

Chai r wo u l dPRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Tha nk you, Senator Baker.
r ecogn i z e S e n a t o r Sc h r o c k .

SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr . L i eutenant Governor, m embers of the
Legislature, the Natural Resources Committee did hold a h e aring
o n LB 7 3 9 . Th i s i s wha t I wo u l d ca l l a v e r y p r ac t i ca l
amendment. In those irrigation districts in southwest Nebraska,
where the reservoirs do no t ho l d mu c h wate r right no w, it
doesn' t mak e se n s e f o r t h em t o t ak e i r r i ga t i on wa t e r an d t r y t o
a pply i t t o t he l and b e c ause t h e r e ' s n o t en o ugh t h e r e t o p r ov i d e
any be n e f i c i a l u se . Th e c om m i t t e e d i d ma k e a f e w a d j u s t m e n t s t o
t he b i l l , wi t h Se n a t o r Bak e r ' s p e r mi s s i o n , a n d we h a v e a dv a n c e d
it to General File . This looks like a good place to put it.
And f o r t h o se a r e as o f t he st a t e wh e r e t h e y d o n ' t h a v e mu c h
water , b e t t e r n o t t o t r y a n d i r r i ga t e a n y t h i ng a s t o p u t t wo
i nches o u t t h e r e , b e c au s e t wo i nc h e s w o n ' t d o a n y g o o d . So I
would en c ou r a g e y o u t o v o t e f o r t h i s ame n d ment . I t ma k e s a l o t
of sense for surface water irrigation projects that don't have
any water. I t 's unfortunate that we' re in that situation. I 'm
s ure if we'd a had full reservoirs Senator B a ker wou ldn't b e
bringing this bi ll to us, so let's try and help out the people
i n the drier areas of the state conserve what water t hey hav e ,
and it ju s t doe sn't m ake any sense to try and withdraw water
f rom these reservoirs, and that's what this bill is al l abo ut .
I'd encourage you to adopt this amendment.

PRESIDENT HE IN EMAN : Thank you , Sen ator Sc hrock.
r ecogn i z e s S e n a t o r J o ne s .

SENATOR JONES: Mr . Lieutenant Governor and members of the body,
I want t o s t a n d u p f o r st r o n g s u ppor t f or t hi s amen dment t oo
because I realize the situation over there with two reservoirs
dry. And we had the hearing and there was no opposition to it
and it's c ome ou t 8 to 0 . And I th ink that this could be
something that might even get used besides just over there. I t
might even be u sed in the Platte River before this summer is
over w i t h t o o . Wh o k no w s ? Bu t I t h i nk i t ' s s ome t h i n g w e r e a l l y
need to get on to, and it does have the emergency clause o n it
so that it will help protect this year's irrigation. So I want
you to support this amendment. Thank you.
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